INTRODUCTION

College Library, and of Mr. Clarence S. Brigham, who supplied
me with a photostat of a valuable letter from the Frank B. Bemis
Estate.

Of the many friends who have helped me, there are some whose
services I cannot pass by without specific mention. Dr. Robert W.
Rogers undertook the laborious task of checking my transcripts of
Thackeray's letters against the photostats from which they were
made. I have profited by discussing the editing of Victorian docu-
ments with Professor Gordon S. Haight of Yale, who has come to
my relief in certain perplexities of annotation. Dr. Robert Metz-
dorf of the University of Rochester, one of the most zealous of
American Thackerayans, entrusted to me his large collection of
auction catalogue clippings concerning Thackeray's letters. Pro-
fessor William A. Jackson of Harvard has been a sage guide to the
strange world of rare books. Miss Queenie Bilbo provided me with
proofs of a (never published) catalogue, largely compiled by her,
of the Howe Thackeray collection. Mrs. Edgar F. Wells served
me for the better part of a year as an accurate and conscientious
secretary. Dr. Dumas Malone and Mr. David Pottinger of the
Harvard University Press have been the most agreeable and ac-
commodating of publishers. Professor James B. Munn of Harvard
has taken a lively interest in this edition from its inception, on
more than one occasion giving me timely and tangible support, and
latterly I have had the experienced and skilful aid of Professor
George W. Sherburn of Harvard in obtaining publication subsidies
for these volumes.

I have also to thank for assistance of various kinds Professor
Fernand Baldensperger and Professor Douglas Bush of Harvard;
Dr. Charles Macfie Campbell, Director of the Boston Psychopathic
Hospital; Dr. Stanley Cobb, Psychiatrist in Chief, Massachusetts
General Hospital; Mr. Willard Connely, Director of the Amer-
ican University Union; Dean William Clyde De Vane of Yale;
Mr. Geoffrey Gomme; Miss Granniss of the Grolier Club;
Professor Will T. Hale of Indiana University; Mr. Harzof; Dr.
John Johnson, Printer to the University of Oxford; Dr. Chester
M. Jones, Clinical Professor of Medicine at the Harvard Medical